1. INTRODUCTION 

Moronene is a member of the Bungku-Tolaki language group spoken in Southeast Sulawesi. 
There are 35,000 speakers divided between two main dialects. The Kabaena or Tokotu'a dialect is 
spoken on the island of Kabaena. The Rumbia-Poleang or mainland dialect is spoken in the mainland 
portion of Buton district opposite Kabaena. It has two subdialects, the Rumbia subdialect spoken in 
the subdistricts of Rumbia and Rarowatu, and the Poleang subdialect spoken in Poleang Timur and 
Poleang subdistricts as well as the Watubangga subdistrict of Kolaka district. The subdialects differ in 
a small number of lexical items and have a few grammatical differences. There are no significant 
phonological differences. 
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